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Nonfarm jobs up 6,700 over the month and 105,600 over the year
The unemployment rate in Orange County was 3.7 percent in December 2021, down from a revised 4.1 percent in November 2021, and below the year-ago estimate of 7.4 percent.  This compares with an unadjusted unemployment rate of 5.0 percent for California and 3.7 percent for the nation during the same period.     

Between November 2021 and December 2021, total nonfarm employment increased from 1,624,100 to 1,630,800, an increase of 6,700 jobs.

· Leisure and hospitality added 5,600 jobs, the most of any sector. Accommodation and food services (up 4,800 jobs) accounted for 86 percent of the growth, led by advances in food services and drinking places (up 4,700 jobs). Arts, entertainment, and recreation increased by 800 jobs.
· Employment grew in five other sectors: educational and health services (up 1,900 jobs), trade, transportation, and utilities (up 1,600 jobs), other services and financial activities (up 600 jobs each), and information (up 200 jobs).

· The largest employment loss was in government (down 2,100 jobs) with all of the decline ocurring in local government education. Federal government decreased by 100 jobs and was offset by a payroll increase of 100 jobs in state government.
· Three other industry sectors declined: professional and business services (down 900 jobs), construction (down 700 jobs), and manufacturing (down 100 jobs). Mining and logging remained unchanged.
Between December 2020 and December 2021, total nonfarm employment increased by 105,600 jobs, or 6.9 percent.  
· Leisure and hospitality added the most jobs (up 64,100 jobs), followed by professional and business services (up 19,600 jobs). Together, they accounted for 80 percent of the total nonfarm year-over change.
· Six other sectors expanded, totaling an additional 23,500 jobs: other services (up 6,100 jobs), educational and health services (up 4,800 jobs), manufacturing (up 4,400 jobs), government (up 4,300 jobs), trade, transportation, and utilities (up 3,000 jobs), and information (up 900 jobs).
· Financial activities was the only sector to decline, losing 1,600 jobs. Eighty-one percent of the decrease was in finance and insurance (down 1,300 jobs). Real estate and rental and leasing dropped by 300 jobs.
· Construction and mining and logging did not have any employment changes over the year.
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